The aim of WUCWO shall be: To promote the presence, par-
ficipation and co-responsibility of Catholic women in society
and Church, in order to enable them to fulfill their mission of
evangelisation and to work for human development.
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In order to fulfill the mandate and mission of the World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organisations we must always strive to pro-
claim the “Good News” by the witness of our words and
deeds. May the example of Mary of Magdala inspire us fo an-
nounce that we have “seen the lord” and share with others His
Spirit and Truth.
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On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the fomb
early in the moming, while it was still dark, and saw the stone re-
moved from the fomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, "They have
taken the lord from the tomb, and we don't know where they put
him." So Pefer and the other disciple went out and came fo the
tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran fasfer than Pefer and
arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths
there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived affer him, he
went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth
that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in
a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who
had arrived af the fomb first, and he saw and believed. For they
did not yet understand the scripture that he had fo rise from the
dead. Then the disciples returned home.

But Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she
bent over into the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there,
one at the head and one at the feet where the body of Jesus had
been. And they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She
said to them, "They have faken my lord, and I don't know where
they laid him." When she had said this, she turned around and saw
Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?"
She thought it was the gardener and said to him, "Sir, if you carried
him away, fell me where you laid him, and | will take him." Jesus
said fo her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
"Rabbouni," which means Teacher. Jesus said to her, "Stop holding
on fo me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my
brothers and tell them, 'l am going to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God." Mary of Magdala went and announced
to the disciples, "l have seen the Lord," and what he told her.

John 20: 1-18

Proclamation is the permanent priority of mission. The Church cannof
elude Christ's explicit mandate, nor deprive men and women of the
"Good News' about their being loved and saved by God.
"Evangelization will always contain-as the foundation, cenfer and of
the same fime the summit of its dynamism-a clear proclamation that, in
Jesus Christ...salvafion is offered to all people, as a gift of God's
grace and mercy." All forms of missionary activity are directed to this
proclamation, which reveals and gives access to the mysfery hidden
for ages and made known in Christ (cf. Eph 3:3-9; Col 1:25-29), the
mysfery which lies at the heart of the Church's mission and life, as the
hinge on which all evangelization turns.

In the complex reality of mission, initial proclamation has a
central and irreplaceable role, since it infroduces man "into the mystery
of the love of God, who invites him to enfer into a personal relation-
ship with himself in Christ" and opens the way to conversion. Faith is
born of preaching, and every ecclesial community drows its origin and
life from the personal response of each believer fo that preaching. Just
as the whole economy of salvation has its center in Christ, so too all
missionary activity is directed fo the proclamation of his mystery.

The subject of proclamation is Christ who was crucified, died
and is risen: through him is accomplished our full and authentic libera-
fion from evil, sin and death; through him God bestows "new life" that
is divine and eternal. This is the "Good News" which changes man
and his history, and which all peoples have a right to hear. This proc-
lamation is to be made within the context of the lives of the individuals
and peoples who receive it. It is to be made with an attitude of love
and esteem toward those who hear i, in language which is practical
and adapted to the situation. In this proclamation the Spirit is at work
and establishes a communion between the missionary and his hearers,
a communion which is possible inasmuch as both enter info commun-
ion with God the Father through Christ.

His Holiness Pope John Paul I
Redempioris Missio, No. 44



