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“You will be my witnesses”
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After this, Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples af the Sea
of Tiberias. He revealed himself in this way. Together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in
Calilee, Zebedee's sons, and two others of his disciples. Simon
Peter said fo them, "I am going fishing." They said fo him, "We
also will come with you." So they went out and got into the
boat, but that night they caught nothing. When it was already
dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus. Jesus said fo them, "Children, have you
caught anything to eat?" They answered him, "No." So he said
to them, "Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you
will find something." So they cast it, and were not able o pull it
in because of the number of fish. So the disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." When Simon Peter heard that
it was the lord, he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly
clad, and jumped into the sea. The other disciples came in the
boat, for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred
yards, dragging the net with the fish. When they climbed out on
shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus
said to them, "Bring some of the fish you just caught." So Simon
Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred
fiftythree large fish. Even though there were so many, the net
was not forn. Jesus said to them, "Come, have breakfast." And
none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" be-
cause they realized it was the lord. Jesus came over and took
the bread and gave it fo them, and in like manner the fish. This
was now the third time Jesus was revealed fo his disciples after

being raised from the dead.
John 2]: 1-14

Here in this city, Pefer first preached the Good News of Jesus
Christ on the day of Pentecost, when about three thousand souls
were added fo the number of the disciples. Here oo the first
Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’” teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts
2:42). From Jerusalem, the Gospel has gone out “to all the earth
... to the ends of the world” (Ps 19:4), yet all the time, the
Church’s missionary effort has been sustained by the prayers of
the faithful, gathered around the altar of the lord, invoking the
mighty power of the Holy Spirit upon the work of preaching.

Pope Benedict XV
Address at the Co-Cathedral of the latins, Jerusalem
12 May 2009
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We therefore address our exhortation fo our brethren in the Epis-
copate, placed by the Holy Spirit to govern the Church. We
exhort the priests and deacons, the bishops' collaborators in as-
sembling the People of God and in animating spiritually the lo-
cal communities. We exhort the religious, witnesses of a Church
called fo holiness and hence themselves invited o a life that
bears festimony to the beatitudes of the Gospel. We exhort the
laity: Christian families, youth, adults, all those who exercise a
frade or profession, leaders, without forgetting the poor who are
often rich in faith and hope- all lay people who are conscious of
their evangelizing role in the service of their Church or in the
midst of society and the world. We say fo all of them: our evan-
gelizing zeal must spring from true holiness of life, and, as the
Second Vatican Council suggests, preaching must in ifs tum
make the preacher grow in holiness, which is nourished by
prayer and above all by love for the Eucharist.

The world which, paradoxically, despite innumerable signs of
the denial of God, is nevertheless searching for Him in unex-
pected ways and painfully experiencing the need of Him- the
world is calling for evangelizers to speak to it of a God whom
the evangelists themselves should know and be familiar with as
it they could see the invisible. The world calls for and expects
from us simplicity of life, the spirit of prayer, charity towards all,
especially towards the lowly and the poor, obedience and hu-
mility, detachment and selfsacrifice. Without this mark of holi-
ness, our word will have difficulty in touching the heart of mod-

ern man. If risks being vain and sterile.
Pope Paul VI
Fvangelii Nuntiand), No. 76
Apostolic Exhortation, 1975

let us now consider the very persons of the evangelizers.

It is often said nowadays that the present century thirsts for au-
thenticity. Especially in regard fo young people it is said that
they have a horror of the arfificial or false and that they are
searching above all for fruth and honesty.

These "signs of the times" should find us vigilant. Either tacitly or
aloud- but always forcefully- we are being asked: Do you really
believe what you are proclaiming? Do you live what you be-
lieve? Do you really preach what you live? The witness of life
has become more than ever an essential condition for real effec-
fiveness in preaching. Precisely because of this we are, to a cer-
fain extent, responsible for the progress of the Gospel that we
proclaim.

"What is the state of the Church ten years after the Council?" we
asked at the beginning of this meditation. Is she firmly estab-
lished in the midst of the world and yet free and independent
enough to call for the world's attention? Does she testify to soli-
darity with people and at the same time to the divine Absolute?
s she more ardent in contemplation and adoration and more
zealous in missionary, charitable and liberating action? Is she
ever more committed to the effort to search for the restoration of
the complete unity of Christians, a unity that makes more effec-
five the common witness, "so that the world may believe". We
are all responsible for the answers that could be given fo these
questions.




