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The message of Pope John Paul II’s Letter to Women is still as 

fresh and necessary today as when it was written fifteen years 

ago on the eve of the United Nations’ Fourth World Conference 

on Women held in Beijing. Women and men in the Church and 

in society need to hear the Truth of the God-given dignity, role 

and rights of women. Throughout the Gospels we read of how 

Jesus treated women in ways which transcended the established 

norms of the prevailing culture: with openness, respect, accep-

tance, and tenderness. Despite society’s advances throughout 

the centuries, there are still too many women who do not experi-

ence Christ-like treatment, but rather find themselves the victims 

of exploitation, domination and violence. Clearly the Gospel 

message is not being heard and it must be preached tirelessly 

so that the world may be converted to Christ. 

 

May the members of WUCWO be loving witnesses of the Truth 

of the Gospel. 

 
Karen M. Hurley 

WUCWO President General 
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As they continued their journey he entered a village where a 

woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. She had a 

sister named Mary (who) sat beside the Lord at his feet listening 

to him speak. Martha, burdened with much serving, came to 

him and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me 

by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help me." 

 

The Lord said to her in reply, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious 

and worried about many things. There is need of only one 

thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken 

from her." 
 

Luke 10:  38-42 

 

 
I would now like to speak directly to every woman, to reflect 

with her on the problems and the prospects of what it means to 

be a woman in our time. In particular I wish to consider the es-

sential issue of the dignity and rights of women, as seen in the 

light of the word of God. 

 

This "dialogue" really needs to begin with a word of thanks. As I 

wrote in my Apostolic Letter Mulieris Dignitatem, the Church 

"desires to give thanks to the Most Holy Trinity for the 'mystery of 

woman' and for every woman-for all that constitutes the eternal 

measure of her feminine dignity, for the 'great works of God', 

which throughout human history have been accomplished in and 

through her" (No. 31). 

 

In this vast domain of service, the Church's two-thousand-year 

history, for all its historical conditioning, has truly experienced 

the "genius of woman"; from the heart of the Church there have  

emerged women of the highest calibre who have left an impressive 

and beneficial mark in history. I think of the great line of woman 

martyrs, saints and famous mystics. In a particular way I think of 

Saint Catherine of Siena and of Saint Teresa of Avila, whom Pope 

Paul VI of happy memory granted the title of Doctors of the Church. 

And how can we overlook the many women, inspired by faith, 

who were responsible for initiatives of extraordinary social impor-

tance, especially in serving the poorest of the poor? The life of the 

Church in the Third Millennium will certainly not be lacking in new 

and surprising manifestations of "the feminine genius". 

 

You can see then, dear sisters, that the Church has many reasons 

for hoping that the forthcoming United Nations Conference in Bei-

jing will bring out the full truth about women. Necessary emphasis 

should be placed on the "genius of women", not only by consider-

ing great and famous women of the past or present, but also those 

ordinary women who reveal the gift of their womanhood by plac-

ing themselves at the service of others in their everyday lives. For in 

giving themselves to others each day women fulfil their deepest 

vocation. Perhaps more than men, women acknowledge the per-
son, because they see persons with their hearts. They see them in-

dependently of various ideological or political systems. They see 

others in their greatness and limitations; they try to go out to them 

and help them. In this way the basic plan of the Creator takes flesh 

in the history of humanity and there is constantly revealed, in the 

variety of vocations, that beauty-not merely physical, but above all 

spiritual-which God bestowed from the very beginning on all, and 

in a particular way on women. 

 
Letter to Women, 29 June 1995 

Pope John Paul II 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_15081988_mulieris-dignitatem_en.html

